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COMMANDER’S PRIORITIES
***VIRTUAL RSD***

ENLISTED PROMOTIONS
Dallas Gullion to TSgt

Brandon Jaskewich to TSgt
Kirk Phang to TSgt

Matthew Leftridge to SSgt
Amber Levere to SSgt

Thomas Homier to SRA
Richard Oquendo to SRA

Santiago Ospina Diaz to SrA
Josette Santana to SRA

Bailey C. Stout to SrA
Brandan J. Hollis to A1C

Gian Aponte-Martinez to A1C
Duncan Mccloud to A1C
Quinten Mccloud to A1C

QUARTERLY OFFICER PROMOTIONS
Christopher M Farmer to Col
Caleb James Craft to Lt Col
Robert Dillon Huhn to Lt Col

Freddy Kabasele Kalonji to Capt
Isaac Evan Ralston to 1st Lt

Anthony Michael Albro to 2d Lt
Joshua Patrick Mcgoron to 2d Lt
John Anthony Tangradi to 2d Lt

RETIREMENTS
Capt Jennifer Gibney 
MSgt Paul Huffman 

MSgt Jesse Vien 
TSgt Eric Lauppe 

TSgt Edward Tangradi

Flickr: delawareairnationalguardInstagram:@166thAirliftWingFacebook:166th Airlift Wing

Social Media Links:

Happy Holidays fromHappy Holidays from
Col David H. RiceCol David H. Rice

As the year begins to wind down, I wanted to 
wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday 
season. 2020 started off with a bang, literal-

ly, with the Iranian missile attack on Al Asad Airbase 
and other Iraqi locations. Thankfully, our members 
all returned safely. Quickly thereafter, the pandemic 
came to dominate our thoughts and lives. The year 
has been a year unlike any other in our lifetimes. Just 
as Dr. Anthony Fauci predicted, the pandemic has 
been spiking as the weather turns cold and people 
are spending more time indoors.
Fortunately, there are many things to be thankful 
for as well. The speed in which a vaccine (or several 
vaccines actually) has been developed is incredible.
I am grateful to the members of the Delaware National Guard family for your many 
sacrifices to keep the mission going and looking out for your wingman despite the 
many challenges that you faced.
Tatiana and I are about to become “empty nesters” in 2021 as our youngest daughter 
completes her senior year in high school. This time of telework and virtual schoolwork 
has created a great opportunity to spend a lot of time with our two youngest—an 
opportunity we won’t likely get again.
Zoom and other platforms have allowed us to maintain some level of connectedness 
with our families and friends, some of which could not have happened otherwise.
The holidays can be a difficult time for many and the pandemic can magnify some of 
those anxious or unhappy feelings. Please take time for self-care. You need to take 
care of yourself not only physically, but also spiritually, mentally, and socially. These 
things don’t necessarily happen naturally, so be purposeful in seeking out these 
aspects of your health.
Those that know me know that I am always hopeful for a better tomorrow. I feel like 
2021 is going to be an amazing year and I look forward to spending it with all of you.
Thanks,
Col. David H. Rice 
166th Airlift Wing Vice Commander
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Happy Holidays fromHappy Holidays from
the 166th Airlift Wing!the 166th Airlift Wing!

Airman & Family Readiness, 
Psychological Health, and 
Sexual Assault Response 

Coorinator

Chaplain CorpsChiefs Council

First Sergeants
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Junior Enlisted Council

166th Junior Enlisted Council Presents…

Virtual Holiday Virtual Holiday 
Decorating ContestDecorating Contest

Contest Details:
Entry Application Period Nov RSD – Dec 26 2020  

Rules: Contact contest POC’s below

2 Prizes:
Best DANG UNIT Decorations & Best DANG Family Decorations

Contest POC:
SSgt Erin Cramer & SSgt Lorin (Laurel) Crawford – Contact us for additional contest 

rules and details or visit  
https://forms.gle/5V738B94hRjvsYwTA

DISCLAIMER “DoD: THE JUNIOR ENLISTED COUNCIL IS A PRIVATE ORGANIZATION. IT IS NOT A PART OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OR ANY OF ITS COMPONENTS AND IT HAS NO GOVERNMENTAL STATUS”
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Not all mentoring comes 
in the form of a mentor/
learner format. That was 

the case during our November 
UTA. I wanted to give some 
Airman the experience of the 
board process in the Air Force. 
We had received our members to 
be boarded and I also asked for 
members to sit on the board that 
had never had the opportunity to 
serve in that role. The response 

was overwhelming, and I received more candidates than 
needed.
As the process began the panel started with prepared 
interview questions to ask the Airman being presented to the 
board. The panel was quickly challenged by the scenario’s 

presented and soon found the prepared questions inadequate 
for the exercise. By the third board interview I noticed the 
panel writing their own questions to engage more effectively 
in the board process, many times thinking on the spot and 
outside the box.
The Airmen who were able to experience the board process 
were grateful and I hope this better prepares them for 
future opportunities. I kept the panel behind and we did a 
recap of the experience of what it was like to sit on a board. 
Overwhelmingly the response was positive and all felt they 
were able to have a positive takeaway from the experience. I 
try to offer growth experiences for our Airmen.
If you are presented the opportunity to attend one of the 
offerings from the HRA take advantage of it and enjoy the 
experience. Why is this important? I spent 24 years in the 
military before I ever had to go before a board.

SMSgt Joe Neisser,
HRA 166th Wing

MENTORING AND YOUR CAREER
SMSgt Joe Neisser, 166th Airlift Wing Human Resources Advisor
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Continued on page 6
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(continued from page 5)"Let's Talk Safety"



THE DANG TRUTH

Page 9

Chaplains’ Corner

Chaplain Susannah Tulloch and Gus - 
your canine resiliency team.

November 2020

Link to laughing opportunities:
https://www.fatherly.com/play/funniest-knock-knock-jokes-kids/
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Delaware housing and mortgage assistance programs

Federal funding for the programs is set to expire on December 30! 
The programs provide assistance for renters and homeowners who 
are struggling financially as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Eligible renters can apply to receive up to $8,000 in financial 
assistance, and eligible homeowners can apply to receive up to 
$10,000 in financial assistance.

Additional information and application materials are available at 
www.destatehousing.com/covid19
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Airmen and Family Readiness

Airman and Family Readiness: FREE TSP webinars
Thrift Savings Plan Webinars – November & December 2020 Free Webinars
Free live webinars held multiple times a week. Free 24/7 viewing on YouTube at tsp4gov.
Experts from the Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board, the agency that administers the TSP.

• TSP Morning session: 10:00 a.m. EST and Afternoon session: 1:00 p.m. EST
• TSP Contributions Dec 3, Dec 15
• TSP Investment Funds Dec 1, Dec 9
• TSP Loans Dec 1
• TSP In-Service Withdrawals Dec 9
• TSP Post-Service Withdrawals Dec 2, Dec 16
• TSP Death Benefits Dec 17
• To Retirement & Beyond (Part I & Part II) Dec 8
• New to the TSP or need a refresher? Ask away. Dec 10
• 2020: What has changed at the TSP? (One Day Only) Dec 14

Visit tsp.gov/webinars  to register with password TSPweb. All dates and topics are subject to 
change and / or cancellation. Additional dates and topics may be added.
TSP media files are now available:
1. Welcome to the TSP! Here’s What You Need to Know
2. Once You’re Gone, You’re Gone
3. The Cost of Taking a TSP Loan
4. How the TSP Fits into FERS

Please feel free to download at https://www.tsp.gov/agency-service-reps/media-gallery/
For more info on other Personal Financial Readiness training, please reach out to: Airmen and Family 
Readiness at 302-323-3327 or rebecca.price.6@us.af.mil or kelly.harp.1@us.af.mil
Airman and Family Readiness: Office: 302-323-3327/ Cell: 302-530-6706

November 2020
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Team DANG,
Have you downloaded the AF Connect app from the App Store or Google Play 
yet?
The need for up-to-date information in an instant is imperative during this 
time of constant change and frequent updates.
This app will keep you up-to-date with push notifications as well as 
accurate and timely information at the touch of a button.
Click the following links to download on your respective device and see the 
following screenshots on how to add the 166th Airlift Wing’s tab as a favorite.
App Store (Apple Devices):
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/usaf-connect/id1403806821
Google Play (Android Devices):
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.m360connect.usaf

Stay connected during the coronavirus crisis
WITH THE AIR FORCE CONNECT APP

1. Tap on “FAVORITES” 2. Tap on “Add more” 
then select “166th 

Airlift Wing”

3. See these tiles 
appear that point to 

important links

December 2020


